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The Epiſtle to the 


ReaDER, 


Chriſtian Reader, 
CEi.aez He Author of this Sermon, while he 


y S, g 
5 5 memory, honeft heart, pious diſpoſition, 


Sv? and utter deteſtation, as of prophaneneſſe, 


fo of ſeper#ition, He was trained up in Immanuell 


Colledge Cambridge, where he ſhewed his indef ati- 


zableindufiry about his owne ſtudies, and conſcionable 
fiddlity about bis Pupils and their ſindies. His opinion 
about the Doitrine maintained in the Church of En- 


gland, fence the reformation thercof, was Orthodox; 
tut his Conſcience about the Diſcipline and Ceremonies 
thereof mas ſcrtipulons ; yet ſo, as he loved ſuch as 
he obſerved ſincere and entire in the ſubſtance, though 
he differed from them in circumſtances. Nor he, nor 
many of his brethren like him, that were forcedto leave 
old England , to enjoy the freedome of their tender 
conſciences, deſerted their places in any envy, hatred, 
or other like diſreſpect againſt the Church of England 
(like many rigid Separatiſs, who account hey ſelfe to 
be no Church, and her Miniſters to be no Miniſters ) 

A 2 mT 


TotheReapt, 


but partly 20 enjoy 4 greater liberty to themſelves 
then here they could, partly to propagate the Goſpell, 
and make it knowne to ſuch as bad not heard of it 
before. Take inaxce of this _Authours diſpoſition, 
by this his Farwell Sermon, Reade it, and obſerve 
it well, and thou ſhalt finde therein ſavonry of pi- 
ety mixed with ſincerity, and of zeale with mecke- 
zeſſe. Reade it 1 ſay, and then cenſure it, it needs no 
other 10 commend it then it ſelfe, neither can any other 
 #vent better thenit ſelfe, 


M-.HOOKERS 


FARVVELL 


SERMON, 


| At his Departure outof 


ENGLAND. 
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JunnMIAn 14.9.atthe latter end 
 Weare called by thy Name,leave us net. 


S Wo things are intended and 
$ cxpreſſcd by the Holy-Ghoft, 
> Be from the 1. verſe to the thir- 

-s tecnth, 
= Firft , a denuntiation of 
judgement, and that reacheth 

FE to the 17. verſe, and that is 
fond pp failve Firſt, he would ſend the fa- 
Aa3 mine, 


— 


Mr, Hookers Farwell Sermon 
mine, and thenthe {word,andwould not be infrea- 
ted. 

Secondly,in the $**.yerfe, we have the importu- 
nate Prayer of the Church to turne away theſe 
judgements ; and the Prayer is marvellous ſweer, 
partly in confeſſion, where they confeſetheir ſins and 
ſceke to God for ſnccour againſt 19im: As it they ſhould 
ſay, Loe,we are as baſe as bale can bde,and therefore 
help torthe Lords fake: And thus they make their 
ſupplication in the 7.and 8.verſes, and this ſhore 
Prayer ci{coversic {cite, partly ia the things pray- 
ed tor, and partly inthe manner,and the holy Pro- 
pher intending this is very ſweetinir, 

Firſt, they pray that God will not take away his 
preſence from them, Why fayeft thou but a night ? 
As if he Yhould fey; it is marvellous: ftravge tha 
thoubchaveſtthy ſelfe as I Rranger,*.. 

Thou ſecſt out forrowes, ahd helpeit not. Thou 
ſceſt our trouble,and ſuccoureſt not. Thou Rarideſt, 
and ſeeſt Teruſalem in trouble, and 7#4ah in miſery, 
but thou helpeſt not. It is ſtrange that thou the grear 
God of Hoſts ſtandeſt as. amanaſtoniſhed : . thou 
haſt received us, but now thou Qandeſt as a man 
amazed, as if-rhou walſt weary of thy.worke,. and 
couldeſt doe no more: As if Le ſhould ſay, Teruſelem 
Cannat be ſuccoured,and 1#4424 cxtinot be ſaved: 

"Secondly, they beg that God would. not rake 
away. his preſence from them, Leave ws not th our 
ſelves.Let us ſee thy face,if-that we dycinthy pre- 
ſcnce;though thou helpeſt nor, yet it doth us good 
tolooke on a Saviour, they.are acquainted firſt thar 
thou art the hope of 1/rael. Alas ! iFthou forfake 

: US, 


Mr, Hookers FarwellSermon; 
us, ourhopeis loſt, our hope is not in the meanes, 
_ our hope 18 in thee, leave ws not. 

Secondly,thou art the Saviour .of 1/rael, and it is 
that that thou takeſt upon thee,and thou haſt made 
thy ſelfe a Saviour, and now is the time of trouble. 

rforme what thou haſtundertaken, W 

Thirdly , thon art in_midſt.of us. thou art a 
great comforter, ready to ſuccour us. What wile 
thou ſee us periſh when thon are ſonear us,1 Sam. 4. 
6. even as the Arkeinthe midſt cf the Camp: As if he 
ſhould ſay, he lives inthe midſt of us, and will nor 

| ſave us. _ £5 

Fourthly, ws are caledby thy Name, we have ime- 
reſt inthee,to whom ſhould ſervants goefor ſafety, 
but to their Maſter? ro whom ſhould rhe Wife goe, 
butto her Husband & we have intereſt in thee, /eave 

#5 z0t, 

Now wewill meddleonly with the latrerclauſe, 
leave us not, God might leavethem, burthey beg 
that he would not, that is, their Amen to the Peti- . 
tion, though thou ſtandeft by,and wilt not help, yer 
ler us nor dye in thy preſence. This is the great re- 

queſt of the Saints, they defire nor to be left of 
God, though God may juſtly leave them. 

That God may juſtly leave off a People, and uncharch Dott. . 
4 Nation. Iſrael ſuſpected it,and feared it: It isthart 

they prayed againſt , that God would not leave 
them. I doe not ſay that God will caſt off his Ele& 
eternally ; but thoſe that are only in ourward Co- 
venant with him he may, 1ſa.1. 2. Heare O ye Het 
wvens, 1 have nurſed up chilaren, that is, the Jewes, 
There is an outward vocacion,& forfuch con 
| | CA 
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Y{e. 


Mr.Hookers Farwell Sermon.” 


caſt themoff. Brerhren,caſt your thoughts afar off, 


What is become of thoſe famous Churches, Per- 
gamu and Thyatira, and the reſt 2 Who would 
have thought that 7er#ſalem ſhould have been made 
a hcapof ſtones. and a vagabond people © Hoſ 7.9. 


"Plead with your Mother, and call her Loammi, ye are 


not my people,and 1 will not be your Ged. Thus as [ may 
ſay, he ſacs out a bill of divorcement, as ic was 1 
the old Law, thoſe that had any thing againſt their 
wives, ſued cut a bill of divorcement, ' and ſo doth 
God, Hoſ.2.2. ſhe « not my people, nor my beloved,let 
ber caft away her fornications and idolatry, leſt I make 
her as at the firſt, that is, in Egypt poore and miſers- 
ble: As if he ſhould ſay to Znglend, plead with Zn- 
eland my Miniſters,in the way of my truth, and ſay 
unto them,let them caſt away their rebellions,left I 
makeheras I found her incaptivity,in the dayes of. 
bondage. ao er ns 
But how doth God depart from a people ? 
I, When hetakes away his love from apeople, 
and as his reſpeA,ſo his means too. 
2, Whenhetakes away his proteQiion by taking 
downe the.wals, thart is, theſe two great meanes of _ 
iafety, Magiſtrates and Miniſters: 
3. When in ſtead of counſelling, comes 1n bri- 
bing,andin ſtead of teaching,dawbing, when God 
either takes away the hedges, or the ſtakes are rot- 
ten, then God is going. 
4. When, God takes away the benefit of both 
theſe helps, and they arc ſignes of Gods depar- 
e10g- FRET 
| May God caft off a People, and unchurcha Na- 
Ea c10n; 


Mr. Hookers Farwell Sermon, - 
ti05 e then letit teachi us ro caſt off all ſecurity,for 
1:i{c1ics are nigh by all probabilities. When we 
ch{cve what God hath Gone for vs, all things are 
35Pc for ruine, 3G yet WE {care it not, We promiſe 
ſajety to our ſelves, and confider not that Evelazd 
is like to be harrowed, we cannot entertaitie a 


thought thar England ſhall be deſtroyed, when. 


there are ſo mary Profcflors init;we cannot be pEr- 
ſwaded of ir, according to the conviction of our 
judgements, either it muſt not be, or not yet, as if it 
were impeſſible for God to leave England, as if 
God were a cockering Father over lewd and ftub- 
borne children: God may leavea Nation that is but 
in outward*Covenant with him,and why not Zxe- 
laud? | 


 Enzlands ſinnes baye been preat, yea and their | 
mercics great. 'Ergland hath beena mirror of mer- 
cy, yet God may leave us, and make us a mirror of 


his juſtice. Looke how he ſpaketo the people in 
Ter.7. that bragged of the Temple of the Lord, Sacri- 


fice and offerings, And what? may not God which 


deſtroyed Sbi/s, deſtroy thee O England? Goeto 
Bohemia, from thence to the Palatinate, and ſoto 
Denmarke, imagine you were there, what ſhall 


you ſee, nothing elſe but as Travellers ſay, Chur- 
-ches made heapes of ſtones; and thoſe Bethels 
wherein Gods Name was called upon, are made 


defiled Temples for Satan and ſuperſticionto raign 
in! You cannot goe two of three ſteps, Bit you ſhall 
ſee the heads of dead men, goe a little further, and 
you ſhall ſee their hearts picked out by the ſowles 
of the ayre, whereupon you are ready to conclude 
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Mr: Hookers Farwell Sermon. 

that Tilly bach been there : Thoſe Churches are - 
become: deſolate, and why not Enzlanvd ? Got in- 
to the Cities and Townes, and there you ſhall fee-- 
many compaſied abou: with the chaines of cap:t- 
vity,and every man bemoaning himf{-Ife. Doc but 
caſt youreyes abroad and there you ſhall lee poore- 
fatherlcfſe children ſending forth their - breathes. 
with feare, crying to their poore helpleile Mo- 
thers. Step buta little farther, and you ſhall ſee the 
{ad Wife bemoaning her Husband, and thar is her- 
miſery,that ſhecannotdye ſooneenoughernd with-- 
11 ſhe makes Fanerall Sermons of her cildren 
wichin her ſclfe, for that the Spaniard may ge: her 
lixle ones,and/bring them up in Popery and ſuper- 
ſition z and then ſhe weeps and confiders with her. 
{clfe: If my Husband be dead, it is well, happily he 
1s upon the racke,or putto ſome cruell tortures, and 
then ſhe makes Funerall Sermons, and dyes a hun-- 
dred times before ſhe can dye, Ciſt your eyesafar 
o3ſert your ſoules tntheir ſouls ſtead, and imagine 
ir were your owne condition, why may not England 
be thus? who knowes but it may be my Wife, when 
ke heares of ſome in torments ? Ah ! Brethren, be: 
not high minded, but feare, as we havethis bounty - 
cnthe one fide,{o may we have this ſeveritie on the 
other ; therefore prancke not up your ſelves with- 
fooliſh imaginations, as who darcs come to Ex-- 
gland, the Spaniards have enough, the French are 
00 weake :. Be notdeceived, who thought 7exnſa-. 
{:nthe Lady of Kingdomes, whither the Tribes 
went to worthip, ſhould become a heap of tones, 
a. yagabond peopic,and why not England? Learne: 
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Mr. Hookers Farwell Sermon. 


therefore to heare and feare, Gad can be a God 
without Fxzl:nd. Do rot ſoy there are many Chri- 
Niansin it, can God bc bcholdirg to you for your 
Re<ligion 2 No ſprely, for raiherthen bewill main- 
taine ſuch as profciie1iis Nameand hare him,he wil 
raiſe np of theſe fones children unto Abraham;He will 
rather goe to the Turks, and ſay you are my peo- 


ple, and I will be your God, Bur will you ler God 


goc,Enzland ? Why are you ſo content to Ithim 
goe 2 Oh! lay hold on him,yea hang on him,and 
ſay thou ſhalt not goe.Doe you think that Rome will 
part with her Religion, and forfake her gods? nay 
a1 hundred weuld rather loſe their lives. Will you 
ler God. goes Oh Enzland plead wich your God! 


and lethim notdepart. You ſhould onely part with © 


your rebellions,he will net part with-you. Leavexs 
xot.We ſee the Chutchis very importunatero keep 
God with them ſtil], they lay hold on God with 
words of Argument. | 
Thou hope of-1/rael doe not leave us : They be- 


ſet God withtheir Prayers, and watch him ar the 


Townes end that he might not go away. No, thon 

.ſhalr not goe away, thou ſhalt abide with us Mill, 

they are importunare with God notto leave them. 
Hence notethis Doctrine, 


That it us the importunate deſire of Saints to keepe Dot? 


.God with them. This people you ſee cared not ſo 
much for the famine and ſword, ſo God leaves 
them not : Good Lordleave us nct, this was their 
Prayer,and we cannot blamethem,all things being 
conſidered;for it was their griefthar God ſtood by, 
and would not help, why ſtandcſt-thou as a man 
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Mer. Hookers Farwell Sermon; 


aſtoniſhe debut good Lord leave us nor,they cannot 
abideto heare of thar,much leſfs to beare it 5 thus. 


they did, and thus the Saints of God ſhould doe. 
For the proofe,[ee Exod.33.15.there 2 Moſes might 


have gone up up97 faire termes, Thou ſhalt poſeſſe-. 


the land and peace and proſperity ſhall be with thee: But 


whatſayes Moſes ? If 1 might have Canaan, avd all” 
the delizhts, yet carry us not hence, except thy preſence 
be with #s,Pſal;30.7,19, This is theſtay and ſtring. 


that he ſticks on,Tarze #5 474ine O LordGed of Hoſts, 


and canſe thy face to ſhine npon s;as if he ſhould ſay, . 


here is proſperity. 
Bur what isthe preſence of God * 


In one word, it is the particular favour of. God 
expreſſed in his Ordinances, and all the good and + 
ſweet that followeth there. The purity of Gods 
word and worſhip , is that which God reveales.. 
 himſelfein.  Itis-not gold, wealth, and proſperity, 

that makes God to be our God. There is more. 
gold in the Weſt-Indians , then in all Chriſten- 
_ dome beſides ; but it is Gods Ordinances inthe 
vertueof them that brings Gods preſence. Gad for- - 


ſook $hilo where he dwelt, becauſe his Ordinances 
were not there, P/a1.78.5 When. the CArkeleft them, 


God left them, When Gods Ordinances were there 
inthe purity of them, then God wasthere ; for he 


is principally there where his Ordinances are in the 
purity of them. Hence it was that Caiz was caſt out 
of Gods preſence, becauſe he was caſt out of the 


Church where his Ordinances were, &6ez.4.: 4, If 
that a people doe outwardly worſhip Gnd , and. 


Agcerely mend things that be amille, they ma; 
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Mr, Hookers Farwell Sermon?! 


tinue. If $odowe and Gomorrah had bur legally repen- 
ted,they had remained to this day, Hence it is that 
the Saints of God are ſo urgent for Gods ſervices, 
and in that moſt men fo fleight them. While ir is 
thus with us, is not E22land rip? © is not ſhe weary 
of God? nay, fhe is fed fat for the ſlaughter. It was 
not ſo with the Saints and people of God in former- 
times, Pſal 34. 4.1twas Davids great and grand de- 
fire, that he might dwell in the honſe of the Lord, Pſal. 
4244. his ſoule pantcd afier Gods Ordinances, The 
point teacheth us thus much, That the Saints are 
wondrous importunate to keep God in. his Ordinan- 
Ce «. 


But what if a man want predching., may not he 06, . 


want ir,and yet goc to Heaven e 


The Arguments are cleare, the Saints mainfaine Av. - 


God inhis Ordinances, the want of which is under 
the penalty of death and condemnation. Gold can- 
not feed a hungry man, but bread he would have, 
becauſe that he hath need of: ſathe Saints of God 
are marvellous importunateto keep God in his Or- 
' dinances, ſo that though they weare a ragged coat, . 
or be pinched with hungersyet they wantGod more 
then rheſe, cither food or rayment. Davzd in the 
37-Pſalme,fretterh at the proſperity of the wickea'; but. 
at the laft breakes off, and marke what a concluſion 
he makes, and comes too, whom have T in Heaves - 
bat thee 2 as if heſhould have faid, Let them have 
whatthey will, I have nothing but thee. Why fo 2 
Thos art the frength of my heart, ana my portion for © 
ever : Thouart the ſtrength of the heart, Shewing 
thatgll things in the world cannot help the hearr 
3. withoue  * 
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Mr. Hookers Farwell Sermon, 
without God. A man were as good offer yronto4 


. hungry manto refreſh him, orayreto feed him, as 
to ſay, iches,caſe,and honour wil! help thy diftreſ. 
| {ed ſouie : Theſe will never eftadiifh a man, he ma 

. hope to have comfort in them ; bu: his ſoule ſhall 
.be gravelled and troubled, It muſt bethe God of 
. peace that muſt ſpeake peace to a troubled ſoule-Ic 


mult be the God of ſalvation that can comfort a 


damned ſoule ; that kindnefſe will comfore,char is, 
.the ſtrengthof the heart, and portion for ever, and 


then no marvell the ſoulecall for God : The ſoule 
cares not, though happily the pur'e be filled, for it 
cryes and fighs, I am damned. Happily the palate 
.may be pleaſed ; butthe poore ſoule cryes,l] may 
 goe to Hell, and ro the Devill. Now God cornes, 
.and he ſupp)yes all, for where he comes, there is 
everygood gift : If oncea man hath God, he hath 
all good things with him. God blefſed 9badiat's 
houſe for the Arkes ſake, Now the Arkewas a type 
of Chriſt, where he comes all good things follow : 
When God comes,we are married #nto him, Hof.2. 
19, As when a wife is married, her husband is 
'hers : ſo God and all is thine, and what wouldt 
.thou have more 2 He ſpeakes to the raine, and it 
.heares the.corne and wine, and that heares 7 acl, 
Hel] and Death. are thy fervants; bur now you thar 
.have outward things, profits, and proſpetity,8c. 
' You havethem with a curſe,unlefle youhave God 
with them : Get God therefcre, if he forſakes a 
man, all miſeries befall him, and then woe be to 
him,Hoſ.9.13. Ah! itistrue indeed, woe beto thar 
:heart which God is departed from. When God 
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Mt. Hookers FarwellSermon, 
who is the God of mercy is gone away from him, 
who will pitty that ſoule that will not ſubmitto- 
Gods pcace, conſolation, and ſalvation. When 
God departeth, ail miſferies follow on amaine : 
when the Hanks are broken downe,ihe Sea breakes 
forth:lo when Tod departs, allmiſcries come ; for 
that man chat makes no conſcience of outfacing-: 
God inhis Ordinances, marke whatthe Tex:ſaith, 
20t.3+.37. 1 w-ll forſake them, and many miſerics 
ſhall befall them. if God be gne,the Floud-gatesare 
drawae dry,and in comes all miſery. You will ſay, 
are not all theſe thing3agai iſt u5, ſe-i1g God is not. 
| with us « If we woald avoid wotz and ſorrow, and - 
| Killing andflayingoae an>:h-r. Wou'd chewon=a 
| beglad co fee chzir huzbaads kilied b-fore their-- 
| tendereyes,the meato-ſce che womnen taken our of 
the world by the hands of wicked men. [f nor then;- 
| leavenor God, but hold him faſt,then all eyill will ” 
depart, and ſo holding God he will keep us from 
miſery. | 
Y ſe. Tocondemne 2.ſorts of peopke. If the Saints ſe, 
be marvellous 1mportunate to: have God with 
chem,whar ſhall we thinke of thoſe thar are weary 
of the Almighty, who ſay to him, depart from-us : 
Bayou will ſay,ſuch are tobe chronicled, we have” 
non2 ſuch among us: Fhou that art a ſervant, and 
reject: thy Maſters command,thourejeReſt God. 
{ Why ſhould a man fay thatthey be ſolong and ſo 
| Jong in prayer,and fay,what min kniowes nor what: 
he ſayes, he ſpeakes this becauſe thathe is weary of 
the Ordinances, and would be freed from them, - 
and God.will doe it one day. Alas poore ſoulc;-. 
that 
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Mr, Hookers Farwell Sermon; 


thou couldeſt pitty thy condition, thou art weary 
of Gods Ordinances, weary of Gods mercies, wea- 
ry of his patience and preſence. Thou ſhile one day 
be deprived of his preſence, and ſhut up with the 
haters of God and goodneſle in the black Topher, 
where the worme never dyes, nor the fire never 
goes out, then thy crying will doe thee no good. 
_ Godwill be Godin thy deſtrudtion, he will ſpurne 
thouſands , and: ten thouſands ſach as thou arr 

downe to hell, where thou ſhalt be an eyerlaſtin 
object of his never dying wrath;though thou coul- 
deft ſcale the heavens. with thy teares, and ſhrill 
voice : Though thou couldeſt be heard to cry 
out of the dungeon, yet thy help is never the 
nearer, thy God is gone. I admoniſh thee whar 
to doe, lay thee downe and patiemly endure 
his deſerved wrath ; Nay, marke whaeT ſay,a hun- 
dred Hels thou haſt deſerved, and inthoſe Hels ro 
lye a hundred yeares, nay for ever. Hold thy ſelfe 
contented with thy condition, for thou haſt choſen 
death rather then life, Ter.31.8, God ſhould wrong 
himſelfe and thee, ifthat he did not give thee thy 
chuſing. Willnot theſethings move you my bre- 
thren?that you may be ſo happily wiſe, as to chuſe 
liferather than death, Lord grant it, for he delights 
not in your deſtruftion. One word more, to leave 
impreſſion in your hearts ; T defire your ſoules 
health,thovgh my meat.ſeeme bitter ; yetit is the 
minde of God it ſhould beſo ; and thertefore,thou 
man or woman, whoſoever thou art thatcanſt not 
_ abide preaching, but Randeſt on thornes, to have 
the Sermon done,that ſayeſt roo much of one thing 
is 
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is g00d for nothing. Thou doeſt as good as ſay, 
whatneed have we of thar,a little of that, and more 
of pleaſure, here is thy delight and defire, Know 
this whoſoever thouart thac haſt ill willrothe Or- 
dinances of God,thou wouldeſt have na ſuch Goſ- 
pell.thou ſhalt have thy deſire, when the Trumpet 
ſhall blow,thy cares ſhall tingle withthat ſentence, 
Depart from me. Thou that art weary of God, get 
thee downeto Hell, I ſay, God will ſet hisreeth at 
| thee, and ftamp thee downe to hell withthy baſe 
luſts : Then will God ſay,T have fedthee on carth 
this 20,30,40,50,perhaps 60. yeares, 'and yer my 
milde words could not beare rule in rhee, or pre- 
vaile with thee,and now get thee toHell,and there 
remaine for ever. Thinke this with thy ſelfe, God 


will ſo ferve thee pround Captaive, King or MUBarEh; 
Ifa.30.33. The Text faith, be will make bond. fires 


apontheir bones abont theix eaves thus he will get him- 
ſelfe glory w/ your deftruftion:Bur you will ſay to 
me being a King or Monarch, I doe not feare any 
ſuch puniſhment ſhall befall me ; but God will ſay, 
behea King that rules or raignes,yct as he hath re. 
jeRed God,ſo God will rejethim. Heis a King of 
 Kinogs,and Lord of Lords, and therefore ſuch a one 

as will laugharthy deftruQion. Take notice of this, 
and ſay thus to your felycs:Is hea good childe thar 
cannot abide the preſence of his Father : Is ſhe a 
good wife that cannot abide the preſence of her 
husband : ſo is hea good creature that cannor abide 
the preſence of his Creator. | 


Thisrebnkes Gods owne people. We ſee ther ſe 2. 


Goſpell going, brethren, I wonder you heare no 
C better, 


4 
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better ſtand up .and heare, and God giye you 
grace to underſtand. I deale plainly with you, and 
tell you what Ged hath told me. I muſttell you on 
pain of damnation,will you give careand belcevye.l 
poore Embaſſador of God am ſent to doe this me{\- 
{ſage unto you, though I am low, yet my mcfTage is 
from above,hethat ſent me,grantthat ir may be be- 
lJeeved for his ſake, Suppoſe God hath told me this 
nightthat he will deſtroy Ez2land,and lay. it waſte, 
whar ſay you brethren to it © Itis my meſſage that 
God bad me doe, hee expects your anſwer, . whar 
faycſt thou O Englana,l muſt returne an anſwer.to 
my Mafter that ſent me to night, why ſpeake you 
not'an anſwer © Imuſt have one.Doe youlike well 
of it, would you haye England deſtroyed 2 would 


Wu piathe old-men:to trouble, and the young men 
roxthe lword? would you have your women wid- 


dowes,and your maides defiled 2 would you have 
your children, your deare ones to be throwne upon 
the pikes, and daſhed againſtthe wals 2 or would 
you have them brought up in idolatry under the 
want of preaching, which is worſt of all 2 would 
you ſce thoſe Temples wherein we worſhip God 
burnt, and your owne houſes * will you ſee Ep- 
gland aid waſte without inhabitants * are you wil- 
lingtoit © areyoucontent © God bade me aske, 
'why doeyounot anſwer me 2 I muſt notſtir with- 
out it,I muſt have it,I am an importunate Embaſla. 
dor, fend me not away ſad, ſpeake comfortably 
and cheerfully unto me. Are you willing to have 
God with youRti}l,you arc,are you not * 1am glad 
of it ; but you muſt not onely ſay ſo, bur uſe the 
means, 
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means,plead with God : And though his hand be 
vp.and his ſword drawne yet ſufferhim not to de- 
ſtroy, bur to ſheath itin the bloud of our enemies, 
God grant ir, and I ſhould be glad to ſee England 
Aouriſh till, and ſoare you,are you'not £ youare, 
Now if it come-to paſle that Z»elayd be nor, but 
deſtroyed and laid deſolate,thanke your felves,and 


not God,he delights notin it, We may take vp the 


complaint of the Propher,7ſa.f4.7. No man Firres 
ap himſelfe to lay held upon God : For this is-our mi- 


ſery, if that we baye quietneſſe and commadity we. 


are well enough , thus we play mock-holy-day 
with God, the Goſpell we make it our packhorſe: 

God is going, his glory is-departing, England hath 
ſeene her belt daycs,and now evill dayes are befal- 


ling us: God is packing up his Goſpell, becauſeno 


body will buy his wares,nor come to his price.Oh 
lay hands on God ! and let him not goe onr of your. 
coaſts, he is a going, ſtop him, and let nor thy God 
depart, -lay ſiege againſt 'him with humble and' 
hearty cloſing with him, ſuffer him nor co ſay;asif 
that he were goitig, farewell, or fare ill Fngland, 
God hath ſaid he will doe this, and becauſethar he 
hath aid ic,he will-doeir,therefore preparero.mect' 
thy God,O Enzland! Amos 4.12.1eſt God complain 
of thee as he did of Tersſalem, leſt my ſoule Steer 


| | : BE 2 \. —_ . »q'> a$.- a8 
 fromthee, and I makethee a deſolate land not'in- 


habired., EE | 
Thus we ſce what the god | 
muſt be our care ; bur lcr it bee our Copy, claſpe 
about the Lord Jeſus as Mary did, they have bro- 
ken the Tce, let usgae after them this'is our atone- 
| | WS ment 


ly hath done-and this 


bs. 
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ment day,we have nothing to doc with tomorrow, 
this is the day of reconciliation, we are at odds 
with God ; and to end all controverſies, let us la- 
bourto prevaile with God, and never loſe his pre- 
ſence, 1 ſought, but I fonnd him not, Cant. 3.2. and. 
when I found himmot I followed and ſourht him,till that 
1 found him, Our God is going,and doe you fit ſtill 
on your beds 2 would you haveand keep the Goſf- 
pell with theſe Jazie wiſhes ? ariſe,ariſe,and downe. 
on your knees, and intreat God to leave his Gof. 
pel! to your poſterity. Shall we diftoherit our In-. 
fants of ſuch a bleſſing * ſhall we bereave them of 
the Goſpel], which ſhould be the life of our lives, 
and ſo to-have them broughtup in ſuperſtition? No- 
Lord,we cannot endure this, give us not health or- 
wealth ; but give us-rhy Goſpell Lord, that is our. 
plea, and when we have found God let us bring: 
him home to our families, that as. we have made 
him our: God, fo let him be the Ged of ours-in. 
time of affliftion. We will cry, Lord bevewercy upon. 
«then we ſhall be glad of him. Oh beloved!carry: 
God home with you, lay. hold on him, let.him not- 
ecelay he is our husband,let him norgoe for your: 
little. ones, .and ſo let-us leave God to be a Father: 
uncothee. ” 

OG, Burhow may we keep the Lord? itis'worth the-. 
while,itis comfortable, for 4: his right hand are plea- 
fares for evermore, | 

eAnſ.. -Wyouwill cometothe price, you ſhall have him.. 
The meanes are theſe: - 


'T. You muſt prepare roome for him, forhe is a- 
Kings.anda King ſcadsan harbinger before himto- 


pre-. 
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epare roome for him againſt he comes to a 
== : ſo muſt you doe by cleanfipg yourſel = 
from cvcry cvill courſe ; therefore come ont of hey, 
faith the Lordto his people, touch no wncleane thing, 
and then I will be your God, and you ſhall be my people, 
Rev.18.19.So brethren come out of all evill fintull 
pleaſurcs and practiſes, and then you may cxpedt- 
Gods comming into your houſes; when you fic by 
the fire, and when yon lye upon your beds, thinke 
thus with your ſelves, what an equall condition 
doth he propound 2 doth herequireno more butto 
part with a finne.aluſt,a Dalila-whichthoumayeſt 
ſpare aswell as water out of thy ſhooes,or out of thy 
boſome;yeait is ſo. Will God keepcompany inthe 
paths of ſinnes what is this his proffer 2 what are 
the tearmes no harder 2 wharthen ſhould I doe bur 
bid finadieur would you have God to be your God, 
and will you not keep our of finne 2: If not, hewill 
not be your God : Butnow let cvery ſoule forſake 
his unclcannefle, and God will cometo that ſoule ;. 
and thereforethatplace js marvellous ſweet, 7/a 58. 
3. Tow-ſhall call,and God ſhall ſay,hereT amf that you 
wif forſake your evill courſes, Thus you ſee you have 
2s _ an offer, as fairea warning as Ged can pro- 
ound. 
"= As you muſt prepare roome for God, ſoyou. 
muſt give him content, ler: him_ have his will. 
Wherethe King comes, there he will have all ac-. 
cording to his minde : ſo itiswith God, if he may 
have his owne worſhip you pleaſe him well, you: 
muſt drefle his diſh according to his-teoth ; bur 
when you put poiſon he his meat, you diſcontent: 
3. F 
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him,then you doc not give him his mind, you muſt 
lay afile all ſuperſtition and errours z then you 
pleaſe his tooth above all, when your ſoules ſubmir 
tohis truth, At the Name of Teſus every knee ſhall bow, 
This is not meant of the word Teſs, to give a bow 
with the knee,and a ftab at the heart:If fo, why doe 
we not bow atthe word Jehovah, as at the word le- 
ſz ; but the bowing atthe word,the ſyllable is Ido- 
latry. And here we doe notgive him his mind ; bur 
the meaning of it is;that we ſhould worſhip him in 
Spirit and [ruth. | 
3- As we give him his minde, ſo we muſt give 
him welcome alſo and entertainment. If you looke 
lowring towards him, and grudge at him and his 
truth,no wonder but he goeaway. This isthe ſinne- 
of England : We beare anill will to God and his 
word, God hath done much forus of this Land. 
What could he have done more for his vineyard, [as 
4.butit brought forth fruit contrary tohs expectation; 

And therefore marke what he ſaith, 7 will take awa 
the bedge thereof ,it [hall be troden downe : ſo will it be 
with us. Are we betterthenthe old world?thefatne 
fins that were found in themare found'in us + So- 
dome and Gomorrah oz whom God rained fire and 
brimſtone,are notour ſinnes as great ? andarethere 
not as great finnes in us as were in Jereſalem, that 
wascarried away captive? Are we better then other 
Churches 2 then our brethren that have drunke ſo 
deeply of the cup of Gods wrath 2 whatare we * 
I will tell you we area burthento God, he cannot 
beare us, he will thinke his paines well over when 
he hath deftroyed us. You know all men a—_ 
TT þ when 
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when their painesare over : To it is with God;.we 
are a paine anda trouble to him,- and why: ſhould 
God goe continually 'in paine and trouble with vs; 
who are worthy to be deſtroyed 2: Tf his Decree 
once come forth, then ſhall Zzeland ſecke peace, 
and ſhall not finde it, God will zot pitty ws, as in 1a; 
7-25. Ah! Brethren, what a heavy caſe is it, when 
'a. mercijull God. doth ſhew himſelfe .unmerci- 
fall «2 when a patient God will be impatient © O 
beloved ! there isa hard time befalling us of .Zz- 
gland;yet we conſider it not, lamentableis ourtime, 
God wept over leraſalema long time : 0hthat thou 
hadſt knownin thu thy day thethings that b:long tothy 
peace,but now they are hid from thy eyes :.Somayl lay 
ro England, their Lord hath wept over it in mercy 
and parience a long time, but it hath not been taken 
notice of, God hath hid ir from oureyes, what ſhall 
we doe when his mercy is turned into fury £ and 
his patience into frewning 2 what ſhall we doe 
when we havelciſureto conſider what once we did 
enjoy 2 We cannever prize Gods patience till chat 
we finde thegreat want of it, Thus then the poore 
ſoule will ſay : There was atime when we might 
have becnat peace with this patient God, but now 
it is hid from our eyes : I might have had mercy, 
but now. the gate is ſhut, and not onely ſhur, but 
lacked and barred too. Thus when people refuſe 
mercy, he ſends the contrary judgement, and then 
it will grieve and wound our {oules to thinke what 
once we did enjoy ; but thatmanthat w.ll bid God 
welcome to his heart, may goe finging to his 
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4. You mult be imporcunate with himto ftay, 
and to continue, and count it a great favourthar he 
will yet be intreared, Iſa.37.1ac0b wreſtled with God, 
and thus muſt we doe if we meanc to keep him. 
Youthar liveunder the means,and will not walk in 
them,whatgreat condemnation will be to yon,over 
tothem that have not the meanes,as it is ſaid of Ca- 
pernaumMat.18.ſo ſay I to England: Thou England 
which waſt lifted up to Heaven with meanes ſhalt 
be abaſed and brought downe to Hell ; for if the 
mighty works which have been done inthee had 
been done in India or Tarkey, they would have re- 
penced cre this ; therefore Capernaums place is Ex- 
glands place, which is the moſt inſufferableſt tor- 
ment of all ; and marke what I ſay,the poore native 
Turks and Infidels ſhall hauea cooler Summer par- 
lour in Hell then you;for we ſtand at a highrate,we 
were highly exalted, therfore ſhall ourtorments b 
the more to beare, The Lord write theſe things in 
our hearts with the finger of his owne Spirit for his 
Chriſts ſake,under whom we are all covered. 


The Rule of the new Creature, 


Gar.be 16 
And as many as walke according to thus yule, peace be 
uponthem ,and mercy ,and upon the Iſrael of God. 

—yalzc Ruleof the new Creature, whichis to be 
£3 [22 practiſed every day,by all beleevers,confi- 
P38) ſting of theſe ten particulars, | 
Firſt, be {enftible of thy originall finne and cor- 
ruption , daily know how ic entiſeth thee to all 
eyill,and indiſpoſeth theetoallgood;groanc under 
it,and bewayle it,2s Paul did, Rom,7.14. O wretched 
aan that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this body of 
death» Alſo take notice eſpecially of thy auall 
finnes, or daily infirmities, in thought, word, and 
ſeed, endeavour to make thy peace withtthy God 
for them before thou gocſt rothy bed,by repenting 
and confefſing of them to thy God , worke thy 
heart to grieve for them by ſome melting conſide- 
rations of Gods mercics towards thee, 1 7ohy 1.9. 
by belecving or caſting thy ſelf wholly oa Chriſts 
rightcouſneſfle for removall of thy fin, and recon- 
Ciliation with thy God, 3 Rem.22,23,24,25.Cleave 
t0 Gods promiſes of pardon and peace,1[a.4.3.25.Rom. 
51, watting till the Lord ſhall ſpeake peace t0 thy ſoule, 

Plſal.$5.6. | 
The ſecond Rule of the new Creature is,get thy 
union with Chriſt,and intereſt in Chriſt cleare and 
confirmed unto thee daily more and mars, ta: 10x 
art a branch in that vine,«membet in that body ,2 Tor. 
D IL 3+3e 
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The Rule of the New Creature, 


Firft, by daily renewing thy faith in Chriſt, eſ- 


pecially that a& of fairh, by which thy ſoule knits 
or tycs it ſelfe on Chriſt for falvation, cauſe thy 
ſoule every day in ſolemne minner to a thar parr, 
put forth this primitive a& of faith in the whole 
part of thy ſoule. The daily exerciſe of this will in- 


creaſe and ſtrengthen the divine habit of faith in 
the ſoule, and make the ſoule ſenſible of every a& 
of it : By frequent beleeving thou ſhalt feele at 
thy very heart root that thou doeſt beleeve:ſo ſhalt 
thou have witneſle in thy felf,7hat thor art in Chriſt, 
1 John 5.16. 

Secondly , by examining thy heart on what 
grounds thou takeſt Chriſt to bethine ; As firſt;are 
thy grounds of taking Chriſt a ſight and ſenſe of 
thy {innes, of the guilt, power, and puniſhment of 
them, and ofthy miſery by them, cat. g.1z, Se- 
condly, are thy grounds of taking Chriſt, the want 
of Chriſt ſeene and feltat thy very heart,to juſtifie, 
ſanQifie,redeeme and ſayethee,elſc thou art utterly 
undonefor ever, and loſt everlaſtingly, LZuk.9.10. 
Thirdly, is thy ground of taking Chriſt, Gods free 


. mercy andgenerall offer of him to any that will 
take him by faith,7/z 3.16. Manifold promiſes to 


this purpoſe;the grounds of al theſe offers and do- 


nations of Chriſt being free grace, richmercy, unde- 


ſerved love,Eph.2.4,7.Titms 3.4,5,6,7. Fourthiy,is 


thy ground of taking Chriſt his ſweet and gracious. 


invitation of fwch 30 come to him as are weary and hea- 
oy ladew, Mat.11.:8. Buy of him as have no money , 
Ha.s55.1. No wotthineſle at all, or deſert in our 
ſlyes. 

Fifthly 
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Fifthly, are thy grounds of taking Chrift this, 
that as finfull wrerches as thou art have been ſoaghe 
of Chriſt,and found of him, 1 Cor.9.10, Then why 
may not you; the more cleare thoudefireſt Chriſt, 
the more cleare will be thy title ro him, 

2. In what manner thou deſireſt Chriſt tro be 
thine, 

1. Whether thou doeſt renounce wholly all opi- 
nion and cenceit ofthy own righteouſncſle and de- 
ſerr, Phil.3.7,8,9,10. So that thou commeſt to 
Chriſt empty of thy ſclfe, very vile, yea nothing 
in thy owne eycs, unworthy to receive him. 

2. Whether thou laycit hold on Chriſt alone 
with the empty hand of taith,joyning nothing art all 
with Chriſt in matters of ſa/vation. _ 

3. Whetherthou finde God rhe Father drawing 
thy heart after him, loh.6.44 By hanering an1pan- 
ting deſires, which will never be ſatu fied without him, 
ſo that the ſtreames both of thy judgemen', Phil.z.1s, 
allo ofthy aff & -ns,x Cor.:.2.621.6,.14. _ 

4. If rh» cakeſt Chriſt as a Lord to rue thee, as 
well as a Teſies to ſave thee,Col.2.6.0ne which, is all 
to thee,thy witdome, thy right*ouſneflethy (aiva- 
tion,thy redemption,1 Cor. 1.3.thy ſpecial food, oh, 
5.6. thy rayment, Rom.13 14 thy ſtrength, Phil. 
4oI3.Gal.2.20. | 

5. Whether thou ſeeke and wait for Chriſt out 
of the ſenſe of thy ſpiritual! want and penury, in 
every Ordinance publickeand private, Word, Sa- 
craments, Prayers, Meditation, Conference,not as 


ones owne workes of ſandtification;bur as they are 


Gods Ordinances, appointed of very purpoſe for 
the manifeſtationand communication of Chriſt to 
the ſoule. D 2 The 


a 
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The Rule of the New Creature; 


The third part of the Rule of the nev7 Crea- 
ture. 

3. Labour to draw and derive from Chriſt by 
the pulling attractive force of taith, ſpeciall ability 
ſufficient for the day : Firſt, toperforme all duties. 
Secondly,to exerciſe all grace in the day. Thirdly, 
to refiſt and overcome all temptations and corrup- 
tions which ſhall befall thee in the day, make thy 
proviſionof grace and ſtrength from Chriſt,every 
Morning fetch ſo much as you ſhall have occaſion 
to uſe all the day long;yea, and inall occaſions that 
{ſhall fall out on the day ; Goe to Chriſt ſtill forthe 
wiſedome that mu{t dire thee ; for the holineſſe 
which muſt carry thee,and characteriſe thee;for the 
ſhoulder that muſt beare thee: Iithey be crofles, for 
the ſtrength that muſt ſuſtaine them : If they be 
temptations, performe them : If they be duries,a&t 
thy faith daily en the promiſes of grace and 
ſtrength ; as 10h.1.16. Ezck.36.27,1ſa.44.3.Zach. 

10.12. Theſe are ſecurities given thee from God, 
that thou ſhalt receive grace through the Ordinan- 
ces, which are the conduit-pipes,or inſtruments of 
conveying the fame into the ſoule from Chriſt, 

This is to doe all in the ſtrength of Chriſt, and to 
rake fortha great deale of Chriſt into the ſoule eve. 

ry day, that not thou, but Chriſt may bein thee,Gal.2. 

20, 

The fourth part of the new Creature, performe 
daily dutics both in family,and in cloſcr,eſpecially 
Prayer, Meditation, Conference, Reading with in- 
tention of affe&tion, with diligence and delight, Ter, 
48.19. cMal.1.4.1C0r.,21.24, Toihisendwatch to 
theſe duties, keep thy heart in a 260d frame for them, 

Eph.6.18. 


The Rule of the New Creature, 


Eph.6.18, wndefiled with ſine, untainted with the 


world, 

2. Take fit time for the performance of all, when 
thou art dull and ſluggiſh, begin the day withthe 
thoughts of God. 

3. Be ſubſtantiall with God in all theſe duties, 
endeavour to feele every duty at the very heart,en- 
larging and inflaming thy affe@ions. Thele be du- 
ties of yery great conſequence, which bring the 
greateſt comfortto thy ſoute,becauſe they ayme art 
thy ſoules good. | 

The fifth Rule of the new Creature, 

Firſt, fortifie thy ſelfe evecy Morning againſt 
thoſe ſpeciall laſts,to which by nature thou art moſt 
prone and often tempted, as pride, paſſion,inordi- 
nate affeions, covetoulneſle, by argumenting and 
reaſoning within thy ſelfe, drawne from the ſad ef- 
feds of it,as diſprofir,diſcomfort,diſgrace, 8&c. La- 
| bour to ſee the unreaſonablenefle of thy finnes difſ- 
covered unto thee, and makethy ſoule aſhamed of 
them; for examine and ponder with thy ſelfe,ſhall 
I be proud ? then I am ſurero have a fall ; forpride 
06s beforea fall, and God accounts me as hisene- 
my>for he reſiſts the proud, Shall I be angry « IfI 
Jer paſſion in, I ſhall notkeep Satan out, Eph,q.26. 
1 ſhall grieve the Holy Spirit of God, Eph.4..30.Shall 
I be coverous e | cannot but be very finfull, for the 
lowe of money is the root of allevill, 1 Tim,6, 10. 

2. By pondring inthy mind the precepts in Gods 
book,threatenings againſt thy fins,and judgements 
of God upon others ; as on Herod for pride, Dives 
for voluptuouſceſle, Nabal for churliſhneſſe, 

3. By applying promiſes of mottification to thy 

D 3 heart, 
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The Rule of che New Creatiire? 


heart ,.as a plaiſter to thy ſon's for ſubduing of 
thy corcuptions daily ; as CAL) 9. 10. Rom.6. 


I4. | 
Til By drawing vertue from Chrifts death to thy 
ſonle, which hath in it a killing force of fiane, Ph. 
3.10. Num 6.5, 

The ſixth part of the Rule of the new Creature. 
Lerthy heart be irongly fixed on God by truſting 
on him,Pſal. 112.7. ſubmitting thy ſelf to him, : Sam. 
15.26, 1 Sam.3.8. again't thy feures, cares,tryals, 
troubles,afMlicions of every day ; for ſufficient to the 
day ts the evill thereof, Mat. 6.31.to the end. 

I. To foreſceprudently thy perſonall tryais,and 
rroubles,wharſo- ver they are like to be,Prov.22.3. 

_ 2. Goc hide and lay up thy ſelfe in God, run un- 
to his namesfor God ts a rocke of ſalvation, where- 
unto a poore ſcu!e may continually reſort, vod will 
give command to ſave us, Pſal.7 1.3. 

3. Eſpecially commit that very thing to God, 
pur it into bis hands, whatſoever thou defirelt to 
keep, or fearcſt to loſe, 2 Tim. 1.12.be it life, liber- 
ty, name, or friends, maintenance, whatſoever you 
would have reſolved, if adoubr, Pſal.37.5. or ſup- 
plied,if it bea want;removed.if it be a crofle.P/. «0. 
15« together with all other things, caſt all thy cares, 

rrowes,troubles,feares onthe Lord wholly, Mac.6.31. 
I Pet 5.7.Pſal.55.22. 

4. Renew thy faith on thoſe promiſes every day, 
which moſt concerne thy preſent ſtate : As for the 
promiſes of ſupply. if thou beeft in want, as Pſal 34. 


3.Pſal.84.11.of direionif in doubt;of deliverance if 


12 trouble,of a ſantt. fied uſe of all, Deut.$.16.Iam.s5. 
Ii-Rom.8.28.Heb.12.10. MM a 
5. Las 
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' The Rule of the New Creature, 
5, Labonr to ſee Gods hand in every thing,Pſal. 
24.9.beleeve his love, Heb.11.6. TT, 

6. Reſigne thy ſelfe to him, Mat.26.39. 

The ſeventh part of the Rule of the new Crea- 
ture. Get aſayoury relliſh of thy Chriſtianpriviled- 
ges with which thouart inveſted, as thouart a new 
creature in Chriſt. 

1. Ofthy dignity,being the Son of God,the Fa- 
ther of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

2. Ot thy liberty,being freed out of all thy ene- 
mies hands, 

3. Of the viRtory that thou haſt in Chriſt,zo over- 
come the world, lohn 5.4. Thou haft viftory over the 
evill of temptations and perſecutions, Rom.$.3537« 
by thy faith. 

4. Thou haſtan hedge of providenceabout thee, 
4 zrard of Angels,Plal. 91.11. an incloſure of mercies, 
Pſal.32.10, Gods promiſes are yet of protettion, Heb. 
112.5 9. | 

; 5. Ofthy riches, Heb. 10.14. 1Pet.2.6. 

6. Of the joyes, which are precious for kinde, 
plentifull for meaſure, Pſal.16. 11. they are thy Ma- 
ſters ioy. Meditate on theſe ſeriouſly every day,and 
oppoſe thy pleaſures, profits, honours which thou 
haſt by Chriſt, againſt the profit, pleafute, honours 
of the world. | 

The cighth Rule of the new Creature, ſanfie 
Godin thy heart daily 1Per.3.15-get :ntothy heart the 
feare of God, (a.8.13.delight in Ged Plal.37.34. 

I. Have ſerious thoughts of God in his Nature, 
it is this will nouriſh che Divine Nature in thee. 

2. Labour toa-imir* God in his works,to #aff bs 
loveinthem,P{.34.8.take noriceot Gods anger in his 

Judge- 
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The Rule of the New Creature: 
zndgements,Pſal.119.120. Hebe3.16. 

3. Pray for aheart of fleſh,and apply the promi- 
ſes for that very end. | 

The ninth partofthe Ruleof the new Creature. 
Get a publicke Spirit to zainde the things of Chri#, 
Phil.2.20,21. 

7, Mourne for the fins of the time, call thy com- 
forts 1chabods,1 Sam. 4.21. DO 

2. Remember the afflitions of 7oſeph,Plal. 137. 
6,7.Sympathiſe withthem, pray to God forthem. 

3. Mind fignes of thetime, as the commoneft 
fignes,contemptof Gods Ordinances,departureof 
hisglory from his Ordinances. 

4. Incorrigiblencfſe under former judgements, 
as errours in opinion, declining from the truth of 
God, theſe precede temporall judgements, 7/a.6. 
IO,1T. DANY 2g 

The tenth Rule of direions. 

I» Get thy heart more and more weaned from 
the Creature, the Creature is empty, it's notable 
to ſarisfie thee fully,nor make thee happy. 

2. It cannot ſave thee from judgements, from 
death, 

- 3. Irsof aperiſhing nature, : 
. 4 The wicked of the world have the greateſt 
part of theſe earthly bleſſings. ff 


Theſe ten Rulesareto be practiſed 
by Chriſtians every day. * 


FINIS. 


